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**(TITLE SLIDE)** 

Well … if there was any doubt prior to this morning … it has been proven … God does, in fact, 
have a sense of humor.  

It’s Mother’s Day … And God saw fit to toss Divorce on the schedule for today … and … much 
to my chagrin, He decided to have me preach on it … someone who’s been divorced. 

All kidding aside this subject may have the most impact on the church than any other. In fact, it’s 
so important that I decided to make this two sermons instead of 1 - John MacArthur = 6. This 
week will be God’s teaching on Marriage, and we’ll slip into Divorce next week. 

● Society Divorce = OK for pretty much any reason 
● America = 1 divorce approximately every 36 seconds. That's nearly 2,400 

divorces/day, 16,800/week and 876,000/year. ~50% end in divorce 
● All 50 states have some form no-fault divorce laws.  

○ if you want to get a divorce in any of those states, you don’t have to have a 
legitimate reason to get divorced 

● Family Law = busiest dockets of all other courts combined. 
● Christians aren’t exempt = Conservative Protestants = Nearly Identical divorce rates 
● There is hope - Divorce rate falling over the last 2 decades 

○ Skewed data, because the rate of people getting married is declining at the 
same rate 

● Take a guess at the generation that is leading the divorce charge … (Baby Boomers) 
○ Pew Research Center (2017) Divorce Rate by Age Range over 25 years ago 

■ 25-39 (Millennials) down 21% 
■ 40-49  (Gen Y) up 14% 
■ 50+ (Boomers) up 109% 

So … How do we get this to stop? Or at least get lower? 

Some would say the Bible says, “No divorce, for no reason, at no time, ever!” That would 
make things very easy, wouldn’t it? If the world lived that way… 

On the other end of the spectrum is the “We have a forgiving God … Let them divorce … 
we’ll love them through it … and God will forgive them.” 

1 Much of this sermon is heavily influenced by John MacArthur’s sermons on Matthew 19:1-12, 1983. 
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One side takes the biblical standard and makes it more stringent, while the other side makes 
it less stringent. 

The Bible doesn’t take either of those stances … 

So … let’s dive in and see what the Bible has to say … Actually, we’ll be talking about divorce 
next week … we’ll be keeping it lighter this week with the Biblical view of Marriage. 

Please open your bibles to Matthew 19:1. 

1Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the 
region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 

● 1Now when Jesus had finished these sayings What sayings? 
○ Ch. 18 = a discourse … a sermon on becoming a Childlike follower of Christ 

**(SLIDE - Map)** 

● He went away from Galilee  
○ The Light enters Galilee in Matthew 5 

■ Jesus has been in Galilee for around 2 years. 
○ But now … the Light is departing Galilee … the is the end of Jesus’ Galilean 

Ministry 
● And entered the region of Judea beyond the Jordan THIS IS IMPORTANT 

○ Where was Jesus’ last recorded location in Galilee? (Capernaum) 
○ Crossed over the Jordan to area known as Perea (AKA “Beyond”) 
○ Leaves Galilean Ministry enters Perean Ministry 
○ But the fact that He does this is important (Samaria between Capernaum & 

Jerusalem). 
■ Getting close to the time of the Passover Festival in Jerusalem 

● Many pilgrims walking w/ Jesus 

2And large crowds followed him, and he healed them there (Mark says “Teaching,” too). 

● Carrying on ministry that He was doing in Galilee 

3And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, "Is it lawful to divorce one's 
wife for any cause?" 

● And Pharisees came up to him Pharisees are all over Jesus’ ministry trying to get rid 
of him 

● They tested him by asking a question  
○ Not Random … Calculated, studied, thought through question 

● “Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”  
○ Meant to discredit & destroy Jesus 

■ The Pharisees are being sneaky here 
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○ Divorce very common, especially among the Pharisees 
○ Two camps on Divorce (2 Rabbi’s) 

■ Shammai = No Divorce 
■ Hillel = Divorce for any cause (died 20 years prior to Jesus) 

● This was dominant practice throughout the culture 
● Divorce for any reason 

○ Burn dinner, bad hair day, speaking to men, someone else 
prettier, “I’m bored with you” 

● Unload your wife for any reason 
● This was the view of the Pharisees 

○ You see, they wanted to discredit Jesus because they knew that He took the 
other side … their side was the popular view, His side was against society 

■ Matthew 5 - Think about adultery = Adultery 
■ Jesus told the Pharisees that they were the worst adulterers of all 

○ They knew that Jesus took a hard line on divorce 
■ They’re hoping that He will overtly intimidate all the people because 

they’ve already been divorced and he wouldn’t be accepted by the people 
● The Pharisees want Jesus DEAD because they don’t like Him 

○ How can the subject of Divorce cause Him to be destroyed? 
○ Look at Map - Do you see Macharis there by the Dead Sea? 

■ Jesus is in Perea … So is Macharis 
○ Why is Macharis so important? 

■ Herod Antipas had a fortress there … John the Baptist was there 
● Why was John the Baptist there? (Read Matthew 14:3) 
● Herod took his Brother Phillip’s wife (adultery) 

○ Read Matthew 14:4 
■ John was thrown into Prison & ultimately lost his head because he stood 

up to Herod about Divorce. 
● Maybe … Just maybe … If Jesus said the same thing, He’d go to prison and lose His 

head, too. 
○ Not just a random question … The Pharisees want to discredit & destroy Him 

**(TITLE SLIDE)** 

BUT … JESUS Was masterful in His answer to them … He answered in a way that they couldn’t 
find fault with Him: 

4He answered, "Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made 
them male and female, 5and said, 'Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh' 

● Jesus went beyond Himself, beyond the customs and the traditions and the current 
interpretations … right to God’s Word. 
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○ The Pharisees made their living by knowing God’s Word & Jesus throws it in their 
faces … “Have you not read?” 

● He launches into God’s ideal marriage: 
○ he who created them from the beginning made them male and female  

■ God created Adam … He needed a helper 
● Genesis 2:24 

■ God created 2 - not 1, not 4, not 8 
■ No options … Adam had Eve, Eve had Adam … no spares to trade in 
■ God’s plan … His ideal marriage from the very beginning was 1 man and 

1 woman 
● Interestingly, society says it’s ok to move away from this, right? 

○ For those of you wondering if it’s ok … This text doesn’t 
leave any grey area for LGBT 

○  
● and said, 'Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to 

his wife  
○ When we grow up … that’s a relative age, by the way … there are no hard and 

fast rules regarding the age to be an adult. 
■ If you’re 30 and still living at home … well … that’s too far. It’s definitely 

time to move on. 
■ Parents … set a timeline … you’re enabling your children to live out one 

of the 7 Deadly sins … Sloth 
○ When we grow up … we find live with a woman and we leave our parents 

■ Can we visit them? Can we turn to them for advice? Can we even seek 
refuge if we feel unsafe? 

● Yes … but remember that God has given you instruction to leave 
your parents and move on. 

● It’s time to start “Adulting” as the Millennials call it 
● and hold fast to his wife  

○ Greek κολλάω (kollaō) = Join, Cling To (Same root as glue) 
■ And be glued to his wife 

○ This indicates a permanent attachment to each other 

6So they are no longer two but one flesh. 

● Now here’s where it gets beautiful. 
○ When a man & a woman are married, they don’t become two people working 

together toward a common goal 
■ Marriage isn’t a team sport 

○ When a man & a woman are married, they become ONE! 
■ Each partner is an equal half of one person 

○ 2 Kings 3:16-28 = Story of 2 Prostitutes, each claiming to be the baby’s mother 
■ They went to court, Judge says cut the baby in half, give half to each 
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■ Real mother couldn’t let that happen so she gives up her baby so that it 
will live a long life 

■ You can’t cut one person in half 
○ So it is with Divorce … if 2 have become 1… 1 gets ripped in half through divorce 

■ One has become 2 halves 

Jesus closes this part of the argument with What therefore God has joined together, let not 
man separate." 

● God doesn’t want divorce … He wants marriage to be a beautiful thing. 
● God’s intended marriage for 1 man & 1 woman to be brought together as 1 for life … it 

always has been … and always will be. 
● God wants our marriages to be healthy and whole … He doesn’t want us to get divorced 

for any reason. 

Next week we’ll pick up the conversation with the other half of the argument … why God allows 
divorce and for what reasons. 

There is hope … we can have REALLY GOOD marriages … as long as we keep God’s 
intentions for marriage at the forefront of our marriages. 

Amen! 
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